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The Plays the Thing a Sadlu

Overworked Axiom The
Players a Factor Not to Be
Overlooked The Chicago
Critics and the Late Lament
ed New Theater

¬

If there I on that the
average dramatic reviewer regards
than another with almost filial rever
ence anti tenderness and applies in
an entirely different sense from that in
which it was written it te The plays
the That is regarded as the cor-

nerstone the one foundation ot all
dramatic criticism

The plays the thing f
Well so It Is but its not the whole

by a long shot There the
player too a contributing circumstance
not to be overlooked

for instance jut Monday night
Othello was played by a Brooklyn

stock company It Is generally classed
among the tragedies of the immortal
William But it proved uproariously
funny The audience laughed till it
cried It fairly engulfed in a dial
wave of hilarity The manager of the
house moved to wrath by the unseemly
mirth told the audience that if it could
not control itself It could take its money
and go It didnt it was having too
good a time

For Instance again the two most im
portant offerings of the last two weeks

The New York Idea at the Belasco
and The Squaw at
al Langdon Mitchell says he did not
mean to write a funny play Perhaps
not As played it is concentrated clever-
ness a satire and a sermon whien i
probably what Langdon Mitchell did j

mean But in hands just a trifle less
deft it would have degenerated into a
roaring farce

On the other hand take The Squaw
Man I do not remember that Mr-
Hoyle has said what he meant to write
what he has written Is melodrama

That Is nothing against it the
contrary Melodrama rightly treated
is one of the finest most eloquent forms
of dramatic art But it remains to the
player to treat it rightly The Squaw
Map could have been the howlingest
sort of a couldnt ee-

thcstageforthesmoke sort Done that
way with almost no change in the lines
it would have packed the late lamented
Academy to the doors Done as Mr
Faversham does it it remains melo
drama of course but Mr Faversham
plays his melodrama with a differ
tnce a difference all compact of re
serve and quiet suggestion It WOMM not
have pleased the Academy perhaps but
it certainly made the play at the Na-
tional

The plays the thing Of course It
is But as to what thing well that de-
pends entirely on the player-

It was a matter for regret to many
that Mr Favershatn did not play here

The Worldand Hie Wife adapted by
Nirdllnger from the Spanish El Gran
Galeoto of Echegaray He has been
wanting to do it for a long time ant
realized his ambition in the single mat-
inee for a charity given during his re
cent Boston engagement The Boston
papers were a unit in their praise of the
performance The Ntw York papers
many of them realized its importance-
as a dramatic event and sent their
critics up to it and reviewed it at as
great length If it had been produced-
on Broadway But Mr Favershams
contracts do not allow him to give any
further performances tots season Next
season though he is still to play

The Squaw Man he is alto to
give performances of The World and
His Wife In all the large cities It is
to be hoped that Washington Is to be
accounted in that class

It IK to be hoped too that before very
long Mr Faversham will get out from
under the managerial wing and pre-
senting himself as Mansfield for in-

stance does present some of the things
really wants to present more serious

things such as his Echegary play such
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a Stephen Phillips Herod which has
lured him for thu last year or two and
which he ought to make a big thing of
if he ever undertakes it When that
time comes If it does come Judging
from his nast record Mr
will surround himself with a good com-
pany which Mansfield doesnt and
thought he may not enrich himself he
undoubtedly wilt enrich the English
speaking stage

To return to my original text The
Plays tne Tbiv but not the wholu
thing I recently received a very Hatter
ign letter from a lady to me unknown
who has just come from a season in
the Illfated New Theater in Chicago
where dramatic criticism in its true
sense is unknown I want to protest
at once and vigorously against that
It seems to me there is no city in the
Union where dramatic criticism in a
truer sense exists Theiv are no more
conscientious critics in America than
James ODonnell Bennett of the Chi
cago RecordHeraW W I Hubbard
of the Tribune Burns Mantle of the
InterOcean Percy Hammond of the
Evening Post etc etc There are none
whose opinions I read with greater in
terest and with surer confidence in their
intelligent desire to do Justice and to
temper It with kindness I have far
greater respect lot Jhrimie Bennett
opinion than 1 have for my own and if
I ever think as well of my own judg
ment and my expression of it as I do
of his I shall be quite disgustingly self
satisfied While I do not always honest-
ly agree with hte honestly expressed
views well the chances are Im wrong

And as to the New Theater in Chi-
cago Its fate was brought about not by
adverse criticism but by manage-
ment The Chicago critics were all
kindly inclined to the scheme They did
all they could to encourage it But as
the playgoers true friend and that
every dramatl critic aims to
were forced eventually to admit that
raid playgoer was more likely to
get his moneys worth elsewhere than
there If the trustees of the affair mot
with had faith where they had a right
to expect loyal service K was not from
the critic

The scheme was really wrecked on the
reefs of social Jealousies If it hadnt
been it would inevitably hove gone
aground on the axiom that The plays
the thing It produced in all twelve
plays Engaged by W S Gilbert

The Great Galeoto by Echegaray
The Spoilers by Rex Beach The

SoninLaw by Angler Elga by
Pinero Dora by Sardou The

by Fulda Mars Covtngton
by George The Goal by Henry
Arthur Jones Shades of Night by
Marshall and Kerry by Boucieault
To be sure thats rather a mixture Gil
bertian farce Alaskan melodrama Ger
man realism French comedy Still
th re were some whoso production
should have aroused more than passing
interest had the play indeed been the
thing and the whole thins Unfortu-
nately there were the players Those in-

terested in the New Theater found it
impossible to hire a really competent
company There were some thoroughly
capable members of it but with one or
two exceptions the players were com-

parative nobodies
There were many reasons for the brief

ingloriousness of the New Theaters ca-

reer Another day I hope to discuss
them at greater length Now I merely
want with all gratitude for the

of distinguished consideration of
my work to protest agaJiist the con-

demnation of my Chicago brethren and
to point out that at least one of th
determining factors in that failure was
a too fixed faith in the theory that the
plays the thing to the exclusion of
players M MeD
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Just Here and There
Among Theatrical Folk

Julian ISRinge who comes to the
Chase Theater this week tells a good
story on himself in which he was the
offender in a rise of mistaken Iden-
tity When he made his hit in the title
role of Miss Simplicity at Harvard
he was immediately made the prey of
theatrical agents and among them
was an emissary of Klaw Erlanger
They could not arrive at satisfactory
terns and the agent left with El tinges
promise to call on the firm as soon as
college closed for the summer vacation

In due time he presented himself at
the New York ofllce of Klaw Er
langer and after waiting until a dosen
or so chorus girls had been disposed of
he encountered a little man with a
dark pot tied beard and an unassuming
manner Eitlnge Informed him with
the lofty saner of inexperienced youth
that he wished to see Mr Erlanger

Mr Erlanger IB very busy right
now said the little man Wont I
do

You go and tell Mr Erlanger said
Eitlnge in the tone one uses to an
office boy that Mr Eitlnge of Boston
wishes to see him right away

1 guM I am the man you want to
see came the quiet answer I am
ilr Klaw

Mary Is a Grand Old Name and
So Long Mary are two songs that

have preceded Fay Temploton and
Fortyfive Minutes from Broadway

by many moons

Each Now York theater will fit up
a ai eial booth at the Actors Fund
fair at the Metropolitan Opera House-
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to DP conducted by members of the re-

spective rcmpanles that are playing in
New York the week of May 6

The German Emperor has signified
his intention of attending the perform-
ance of Antony and Cleopatra which
is to be given by Beerbohm Tree in
Berlin In the spring The I ngteh
actors repertoire for engagement In
the Kaisers realms is to include In

to the play already men
Twellth Night and The Merry

Wives of Windsor-

In the receipts for the special per-
formance cf the Miller A nglin company
last Monday night Manner L S Taylor
found he had again scored the bullseye-
of reccid business In city for the
present season record not only for
business done at the Belasco but for
the business done anywhere by The
Great Divide notvithstanding its im-
mense popularity and financial success
in New York Only by David Warfleld
was the business done equal to that
which was achieved by Mr Miller and
Miss Anglln It even surpassed any
one nights receipt during the Bern
hardt engagement last season though
her of prices was higher So Im-
perative was the demand for seats atany or anywhere that Manager
Taylor is said to hAve looked more than
once in a speculative manner at the
empty benches in the adjoining park

David Warfleld by the way is out for
a million Last week while playing In
Cleveland he Is reported to have saW

Tm going to make a mUtton dollars
out ot The Music Master Im going
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back to New York in Octooer to pro
duce a new play in Belascos new

I Intend to bu W up a repertory
out of The Auctioneer The Music
Master and the n w play That com-

bination may mean a million more
Wednesday matinee was the per-

forms nee of the play The Vusines-
snanagcr figured that the groae receipts
had been 3 9 since October I

Miss Mario Booth Russell in private
life Mrs Robert Mantelt has completed
a stage arrangement far Ibsenstnigetiy
of Brand Phe play win be Included-
In Mr ManteHs repertoire next season

At the New Amsterdam New
York Maclyn Arbuckle todtiy begin-
ning rehearsal of The Round Up
which is to have its first performance
in April at McVickers Theater in Chi
cago early m April

Rose Stahl naked for a detmltkm of
repartee replied Repartee is what you
do to your friends when youre afraid
to use a club

Frank Armstrong the electrician with
The Tourists which appears at the

Be HSco Theater this week tmds him-
self with Job on his hands that he did
not anticipate when he contracted to
travel with the company In one of the
songs Its Nice to Have a Sweetheart
the girls carry fishing poles with il-

luminated glass hearts dangling from
the end of the line These they offer
temptingly 3 bait to the occupants of

row when the is
reached and the house is darkened the
hearts are IIinninatvd Usually the au-
ditors within reach jo the unique bait
make frantk efforts to reach the hurts
and it Is not unusual for three or four
of them to be captured at each per-
formance This electrician
busy for the hearts are in-
tricate in construction

Tom Jefferson will play a week
at tie New National
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before the present Ma tt closes
wilt of course be in his s eceasiM re-
vival of Rip Van Winkle

Robert ISdeson betag asked for a j ho-
togra h of himself In ummrr
costume said I havent each a photo
graph But use of Volcan at his
forge Any old blacksmith kwtts as I
do in the swimmer

The principal er cartoonists
provide original

the art booth of tbe Actors Fund
Fair in New Ycrk Hay to 1J F Oo

ll mfr Davenport R F Oatcault
and Gus Mag r have already contributed

Miss Elsie Janis and her mother and
brother wUl be In Washington today vis-
iting several fiends A recep

Is bents planned for them by u-

Tmber of the members of the younger
tjclal set when they reach their apart

at the New Wlllard Mlb Janis
has been playing this week in Baltimore

From all accounts the American tour
of Ellen Terry Is proving quite as tri-
umphant as the great Bernhardt if not
so loud week at St Louis the
audience arose a one mean tendered
hr the greatest ovation ever accorded-
a dramatic star in the Western metrop
ella She had not appeared in St Louis
for five years

That class of people whq hold up their
hands in holy horror at the wklepp u
front door of the liquor shop on the
seventh day of the week anti yet who
are perfectly willing to admit that the

of the side doors are worn down
to the floor level by t 5 constant trlHc
on the same day of the week will find
much to mteraet them in tAe Henry
lli r Joner pijKy The
which it the proven big dramatic awcceas

the present year Mr Jones handles
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hypocrisy aRji lc3 part
striking out innigiit front ta

shoulder mid without any padding in th
gloves It to to be a play ot won-

derful power and with a magnifi t
cast ran for necriy sewn mortths at th
Hudson Theater New York WiUi la

company and the complete pro-
duction Charles Frohman Th
Hypocrites at the New National Tl-
ater the week of April 15

Apropos of the coming of NoveTIl
Italian actor to shores Wiiliarn
Winter veteran critic of the New York
Tribune unburdens himeelf on

actor fad after this fashon
Rumor making RS usual its front

serene has recently proclaimed th ap-
proach of another Continental foreign
actor an Italian Signor Ernvete Novell
by name who it Is understood has
edified South America from time to

but has not yet Invaded our
States Far oft his cowing shines
and the immediate consequence of his
proximity he will come to the Lyric
Theater on March IS is the customary
sluice of provincial prattle about the
amazing stiperk ity of the European
Continental method of acting as con-
trasted with that which is exemplified
in the practice of the English and
American stage Humbug was never-
more blatant than It is when it vaunts
the greatness of actors wh happen to
speak a foreign language If our actorswere to their words ir the man-
ner of sons of the French Italian and
German actors who have performed
here and been applauded tu the echothey would present examples of ab-surdity that would evoke derisive laughter There i not performer speaking a foreign that ever ap

here in for exam tie any oneor Shakespeares plays Bud many ofhave tried the experiment whodid not utterly tend despoil It
The dreadful that oeen-
made in Hamlet SaUini Sonncnr e Bernhardt others ean

ly wicked

been altogether forgotten forunutterably and monumental
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New York to Have Yet An
other Opera House New

Rather Slow
Two of Shaws UnDleasant
Plaus Produced lien Greet
at the News

Broadhurst Play

GardenOther

¬

NEW YORK March 9 I New York
to have three grand opera hoes
That question njUurally followed a re
port which gained a wide currency this
week to the effect that Mm Melba was

dramatic music which should eclipse
anything of the kind In the world
was to be backed by unlimited capital
Time first story had it that some of the
niu interested in the scheme were

of the Metropolitan Opera House
and that this would b merged in the
new scheme A variation was that Oscar

was in the scheme with
Melba and that when the air cleared it
would see New York with one home fur

opera the finest and most
date which the mind of man could con
reive with Melon and Hammerstein in
joint control the Metropolitan Opera
House site turned over to business pur
poses and the Manhattan Opera House
devoted to another branch oC dramatic
art and Herr Coined eliminated Since
reports started there has been the usual
snip of denials halfedTaisjsions and the
like and it is impossible to form any

Idea as to what the situation
rrally Js

It is known however that Mine

PCXJQIAS1 IN THE
GAPSIAGE AT TIE

to be at the head of a great temple of

Ham KfSetn

granl Ito
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Broadway this week Interest lute been
divided between a new Broadnurst play
on Monday night and some Stew Spe-

cials later In the week The Bread
hurat play The MUle of the Gods
proved rather a disappointment not
that it Is not quite up to Broadhurnts
reputation of six months ago but that
it is not quite up to Broadhnsts reputa-
tion of today as author of The Man
of the Hour There can be no doubt
whatever about The Mills of the Gods

they certainly do grind slowly Ti
play struggles with two bad faults t
slight and absolutely conventional lov
story and a hero who has neither pluk
nor sense I is played by a thorough
competent company too competent In
fact It hurts to see good actors wasted
in ouch parts Robert Drouet

gets out ot patience with his fooHst
rote tfter the first act and his wor
degenerates into a whine Florence
Rockwell does her best but she really
hasnt half a chance Edgar Seiwyn and
Frank Sheridan both have pretty good
roles and make the most of then
Louise Cleaner as a delightfully wise
and slangy typewriter gives a vivid
little character study

The play tells the story of a young
man wife to save the life of a sitter to
whom he is devoted commits em
bezzlement and falls victim to a black-
mailing associate Unable to stand up
against the hardship of State prison he
breaks jail and when he has made a
success under an alias his old associate-
of embesBtement and prison turns up
and the blackmail bogies all over again
this time interfering in the poor

Finally he makes a clean brews of
whole affair and is saved further annoy-
ance by a governors pardon

From which It will appear that
of the Gods Is a comedy drama of

the good oldfashioned nearmelodrann
sort and that it ought to be a great
success on the road But whether

live long OR Broadway is more than
doubtful

On Mondays night atao the Ben
players an engagement f fir
weeks at the Garden Theater Fox ids
firs selection he played The Merchant-
of Venice very much as he has done
hre and elsewhere before He Is

popular here his productions
for some unknown reason regarded
educational and was welcomed by
fairetMd audience which seemed to like
the performance Next he is to pl

As You Like It then Julius Ca s
and during Holy Week Everyman

Two of the unpleasant Shaw pli
have been produced during the

Widowers horses which has
before been done and Mrs Warrens
Profession which had one performan
last season and was suppressed by
police Widowers Houses
rated a series of special matinees at tr-

HenId Square on Thursday afternoon
it is played by a particularly good o m
pany but it is a particularly tireso-
mfiy In of its familiar Shaw cler
new William F Htiwtrey as Sartor
itis and Ferdinand Gottschalk as
chuse distinguished themselves
Herbert Keicey might have been a hot-

ter Cokane had he worked less hard
but he also night have been worse
fie Shannon was bit too intense
though she did some clever work

Mrs Warrens Profession te
a regular run tonight at the

Manhattan with Wary Shaw and E J
Hatcltff tet the leading parts awl witn
small prospect of police interference
t help out with the advertising

fellows
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Melba thinks Oscar Hammerstein is an
idesil operatic manager while Oscar is
certain that Melba is not only the

artist alive but is a busings man
of first class ability If there fa any-
thing at all in the story it is altogether
probable it will b found Uat Mr Ham
nferstein and Mme Melba are together

Salome will not be seen In America
again this season according to the

plans of Mr Conned The sup
ression of the opera cost the Impre
sario 3 cash outlay without eonsid-
erinsc the prospective proms It was
thought 3tr Conned would make some
effort to recoup on his tour through the
country oAdally announced
that will not be given en
tour

pilating Interest in a theatrical way
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again in vaudeville He won a
success yesterday at

Keiths to a capsule melodrama ot n s-

own making entitled The Man no
Won the Pool The pteytot was adapt-
ed by Mr Htlliard front a short si
by Arthur Cusstett Smith dlspli s
Ute star i a role more t
with his no Inconsiderable abilities than
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